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When the UK Government adopted the definition of anti-Semitism as set out by the IHRA (International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance) many of us felt that this definition would lead to any criticism of the state of Israel being classed as anti-Semitic. The Government and the Jewish lobby insisted that this was incorrect. In the Guardian, dated 9th April 2017, the Chief Rabbi of Europe, Pinchas Goldschmidt, is reported as stating that the State of Israel has replaced the Jew and therefore any organisation which tries to delegitimise the state of Israel is a covert expression of anti-Semitism.
 
As the Director of an organisation that works for a peaceful and non-violent end to the illegal Occupation of Palestine by the state of Israel and an end to the building of illegal settlements (see the numerous UN Resolutions and Reports) am I now anti-Semitic because I dare to claim that the state of Israel is committing illegal atrocities in Palestine with impunity, or because I dare to say that I support the BDS movement (a non-violent movement to bring attention to the illegal occupation), or is this criticism now viewed as being an attempt to delegitimise the state of Israel ( a state which, by the way, we believe has a right to exist but must work within the same International rules as every other state does).
 
Those of us who support justice, through peace and non-violence, for the Palestinian and Jewish communities are once again being targeted by an attempt to smother free speech!
 
I hope that you have the courage to print this as this subject is very close to the heart of many Christians around the world.
 
Rev’d Mark Battison
Director
Friends of Sabeel UK.
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