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About 
Sabeel is an ecumenical grassroots liberation theology 
movement among Palestinian Christians. Inspired by the 
life and teaching of Jesus Christ, this liberation theology 
seeks to deepen the faith of Palestinian Christians, to 
promote unity among the Palestinian community and lead 

them to act for justice and peace. 

 Vision
Local Christians inspired by the life and teaching of  
Jesus Christ stand for the oppressed, work for justice, 

and engage in peace-building.

 

Mission 
To strive towards theological liberation through instilling 
the Christian faith in the daily lives of those who suffer 
under occupation, violence, injustice, and discrimination. 
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Ministries

Sabeel helps the Christian community in Palestine and Israel 
to be faithful to God today by:

Taking a good look at their own churches’ theologies 
and liberating them from biblical misinterpretation and 
misunderstanding.  

Helping ordinary Christians to use the Bible as a tool for justice 
and peace. The need is not only to critique the violence and the 
evil which is being done in the name of God and the Bible, but 
equally to point out the rich biblical tradition in both Old and New 
Testament. This can help us in our pursuit of peace and freedom 
based on the biblical teachings of justice, truth, and nonviolence.
Today Sabeel supports over 20 contextual bible study groups 
spread out across the West Bank. The groups are formed of 
youth, young adults, and women. The groups meet on a 
weekly basis, to read the bible and explore what it means to be 
a Christian living in the land of our Holy One.  

Palestinian Liberation Theology
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Building Bridges Among The Community

Starting with the Christian Community: 
Sabeel promotes ecumenical relations with all the Christians 
of the land whether those living within the state of Israel or 
Palestine.  It aims to strengthen Christian faith in, and love of, 
Christ, as it draws them ecumenically closer to one another. 
Through this they can transcend denominationalism; while at 
the same time appreciating their own particular rich church 
tradition.  In this way Christians can value and admire the rich 
tradition of the various churches across the Holy Land.  We need 
to preserve the rich mosaic while at the same time emphasizing 
the importance of relating and working ecumenically together.  
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Forty three clergy &spouces took part in our annual retreat

 A Christmas dinner with over 250 participants from the Jerusalem Christian Community

 Seven trips to build fellowships among the active lay people in the Church 



6 The Annual report 2018

One ecumenical worship service in Nazareth 

10 meetings bringing the community to discuss specific community concerns

Three events that cater for people on the margins. 
Easter egg hunt in Bethlehem for over ninety children living in special homes.
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Three events that cater for people on the margins. 
Easter egg hunt in Bethlehem for over ninety children living in special homes.

Building bridges among the Palestinian Christian 
and Muslim communities 
We cannot be faithful to God in our work if we do not address 
the interfaith relationships with our Muslim brothers and 
sisters.  Although we belong to one Palestinian people, we are 
deeply affiliated to two faiths – Islam and Christianity.  It is 
very important, therefore, to work together for three essential 
interfaith objectives, namely, greater understanding between 
the two faiths, respect for one another’s faiths, and acceptance 
of the religious differences between us.  

 In 2018 Sabeel has completed an intensive study of the 
Palestinian educational curriculum regarding its expression of 
the other. Sabeel continues to lobby and advocate to ensure that 
the Palestinian educational system acknowledges and respects 
the diversity and rights of all its people.
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Wave of prayer An ecumenical prayer movement with 
weekly news and related prayers, the wave of prayer aims 
to send a wave of prayer from Palestine around the world. 
Translated into 10 languages: Arabic, Dutch, English, French, 
German, Japanese, Korean, Portuguese, Spanish, and Swedish.  

A Third Dimension is that of 
Justice & Peace

 In many ways, this is the most important dimension and it 
constitutes our priority.  Sabeel’s work in this area takes into 
consideration both the demands of International Law and the 
United Nations resolutions on the one hand, and on the other 
hand, our strong faith in the God of justice and peace who calls 
to justice and peace-making.  We believe that no permanent 
peace is at all possible if it is not built on justice.  

It is on this level of Sabeel’s ministry that we cooperate with 
individuals and groups, Christians, Muslims, and Jews, locally 
and internationally, people of faith or with no faith, provided 
they believe in the power of nonviolence and are willing to 
work through nonviolent methods.  

 Our work for Justice and peace falls in different categories

Educational
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Witness visits In 2018 Sabeel carried out 4 witness visits 
to Palestine and Israel. These visits are designed to introduce 
people to the issues in a biblical context.

• Sabeel spring Witness visit had the theme on The Forgotten 
Faithful – A Window into the Life and Witness of Christians 
in The Land of The Holy One

• A Witness visit for friends of Sabeel North America, with 
the theme of popular resistance  

• Diaspora Dialogue: a group of young activists from the 
African American community and Native Americans. The 
purpose of the group visit was to build bridges with young 
Palestinian young people

• Sabeel Fall witness visit :An invitation to come and see the 
realities on the ground in Palestine and Israel 
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Ahlan Wa Sahlan Providing the opportunity to meet with 
local Palestinian Christians, find out more about Sabeel and 
the current situation for Christians in Palestine and Israel, and 
have a simple, fresh Palestinian lunch. Sabeel has met with 
over 60 groups this year. 
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Conferences Sabeel holds International conferences every 
2-3 years with a focus on specific issues. The next conference 
is scheduled to be held in early Early December 2019  on the 
topic of Anti Semitism.

Cornerstone
A Sabeel publication That is 
published a few times a year 
with 2 editions this year, one 
on Sexual Abuse and another 
with a focus on Interfaith.
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Theological documents and statements Sabeel produces 
a number of theological documents based on Palestinian 
liberation theology. We produced a Statement critiquing the 
Israeli Nation state law and a Christmas message in 2018. 

Solidarity
Olive picking

• Helping Palestinian farmers under threat from settler 
violence to Work thier fields.
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• Rebuilding homes: Home demolitions are a frequent 
occurrence in occupied Palestine. Being able to rebuild a 
home is essential to preventing the depopulation of areas 
under threat.

• Street Theatre/Flash Mob



14 The Annual report 2018

• Sabeel carries out open air activities of creative resistance to 
raise awareness of various issues and challenge the powerful.

• Contemporary Way of the Cross: A one day pilgrimage 
enabling visitors to Palestine and Israel to follow a 
Palestinian Way of the Cross with stations showing the 
realities of life under oppression. In 2018 Sabeel has led 
over 20 international and local groups on such trips.
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Kumi Initiative An initiative of over 60 Palestinian, 
Israeli, and International organizations, giving people the 
opportunity to rise up in support of Palestinians through 
simple nonviolent actions on a weekly basis. Please check  
www.kuminow.com 
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Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center
P.O.B 49084 Jerusalem 91491
Tel : + 97225327136
Fax : +97225327137
Website : www.sabeel.org


