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· This is a delicate and difficult time for those who support just peace, and for those who favor a peaceful resolution and non-violent resistance. 

· Palestinians have been suffering from the political reality for long years. 
· Victim of agreements &  events (Nakba, 1967, Oslo, Gaza Siege) that dismissed their viewpoints 

· We continue paying the price of this context/ “deal of the century”, the colonial and racist statement of Kushner that we are unable to govern ourselves). 

There are four basic changes developments in the region today:

1. Reconstruct the region and use of Arab current situation to present the Middle East issue as a Sunni/Shiite conflict and Iran as the big threat. 

2. Criminalization of Palestinian (any kind) resistance, viewing it as terrorism and anti-Semitism, exploiting Islamophobia, presenting Israel as victim of Muslim terror. 

3. Recognizing Israel as Jewish state/ ratification of the discriminatory Nation-State Law. Paving the road for Israel to forcibly remove and ethnically cleanse the Palestinians.

4. Official international retreat & withdrawal from recognized peace parameters, connected with emergence of radical right & racism in Europe and  US. Weakness of “official” international community and UN structures in confronting Israel. 

With Trump even worse/ shift from supporting Israel to support war criminals group/ deal of the century, end Palestinian cause/ push for “New Palestine.” by:
· Shifting American policy & neglecting completely international law. (Jerusalem/Embassy/US Consulate/PLO Office/UNRWA/Golan Heights & area C”/ no Palestinian state to name a few). 
· Presenting the economic solution and Arab normalization with Israel at the expense of the Palestinian cause.

Some notes need to be said on the PLO and the Palestinian Authority: 
· General sense of frustration, lack of vision, no plan for steadfastness or resistance.
· The PLO and its factions today are in their weakest mode and PA is not any better. 
· Political and administrative deficiency as well as financial corruption. 
· Palestinian division between Fatah and Hamas and an absence of serious efforts to end it. 
· Collapse or liquidation of PA is real as Arab normalization with Israel is on the increase. 
· Danger of ethnic cleansing. Israel might use some moments (war in the region) 

As for the Churches and Christians: 
· Presence of Churches and Christians in Palestine is at stake as the result of the prolonged occupation! Global Church and Christians worldwide need to work on ending the occupation and support the struggle of the Palestinians for their self determination.
· Local churches challenges and the low voice/silence of the Heads of Churches. 
· The immigration and diminishing number of Palestinian Christians.
· Rise and rule of Evangelical Zionists in USA and many other places worldwide. 
· Weakness of main stream churches & its international/regional ecumenical bodies to speak up.

Palestinian Christians will not surrender -- hope/Summud is our way

Three things helped Palestinian Christians maintained their presence and role over the last two thousand years and kept their hope and witness alive:

1. Theology of Hope
Palestinian Christians believe they descend from first Christians & first church. The circumstances for the last 2000 years considered like war: passed from one empire to another, one war to another, one occupation to another. These hardships have generated challenges, yet also yielded “survival theology”: drawn from hope, it is a theology that longs for life. 

2. Theology of Coexistence and Acceptance
Christians in Palestine, although are Arabs from same ethnicity as Muslims, have lived as religious minority for the past 1000 years; this had developed a coexistence theology, based on love, tolerance, reconciliation among themselves and others, accepting and respecting pluralism. 

3. Theology of Love and Resistance
Christians hold their ground in the face of difficulties, not withdrawing or losing their vision,  adopting loving stance to others’ presence, but baptised with resistance and struggle. 

Where is Kairos Palestine today?

· Kairos is not an organization or institution. It is us. It is the Palestinian Christian vision for their present and future. Social movement integrated in the Palestinian struggle for self-determination and to live in dignity. Kairos accomplished various achievements yet the reality remains more powerful. Kairos today is working on:  

1. Introduce and re-introduce Palestinian theology 
· Theology is a weapon against us. Continue the theological dialogue with churches, CROs and international theologians.
· Organizing, attending conference, workshops and writings. “Introduction to Palestinian theology” in Arabic and another one in English.

2. Work on preserving Christians presence not as denominational matter but as a national cause to preserve the richness & diversity of Palestinian society.  
· Work with local churches and organizations and initiatives/ work with and within the NCCOP..(the open letter) sadly, little attention was given to this letter). 
· Work on building the strategy to strengthen the Christian presence. (public gatherings and meeting with Christian communities and leaders)
· Work with Muslims and Samaritans. Gaza and Nablus are examples. 
· Work with the entire Palestinian people (inside the green line and the diaspora)
· Work with secular social movements, mainly PNGO and PHROC (Facts Watch)
· Work with youth (new youth Kairos document in 10th anniversary, will hand leadership over to them soon).

3. Work on ending the occupation and the Apartheid regime
· Participate in protesting & popular resistance & continue speaking up & issue position statements on different national and international issues
· Expand Global Kairos for Justice coalition to other countries/ Global South
· The signature campaign (May 15th 2019)
· Strengthen BDS and work with more churches
· Strengthen “Come and See” campaign
· Keep issuing advocacy materials like Easter and Xmas alerts 
· Work with “Christ at the Checkpoint” to challenge evangelical Christians. 

Final hopeful notes:

Beyond what appear as cruel hardships, we Palestinians hold on to hope and look ahead to a time when justice will prevail. Despite all the challenges and difficulties we have many signs of hope: 

1. Ongoing steadfastness & popular resistance & more youth are participating. Israel did not defeat people (leadership)/awaiting new leadership. Israel future is dependent on resolving the Palestinian cause in a fair manner. Normalizing with official Arab countries under the pretext of Iran threat, may considered Israeli tactical success yet it is a strategic failure: Israel should be concerned about Palestinians, not Arabs. The question that remains is: What Israel can do next? 

2. Gradual shift from apathy of official States to concerned Civil Society. This conflict was addressed by states with no solution, today civil society is taking the role of the states. BDS, Kairos and many other initiatives posing real challenges to Israel and its allies. Furthermore, Israel is no longer considered as the only democracy in the region but instead as an apartheid.

3. The reconstruct of the region is not happening as the wars on Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, and Yemen have failed, and a rising generation of resistance and new powers in the region and the world. 

4. There is a need for peace in our region for the sake of peace in the rest of the world. Israel Security & surrounding areas, including Europe, is made of glass. Peace cannot be achieved without having regard for the Palestinians and the region.  

What church and church leaders can do: (some ideas)

1. Develop a prophetic intervention strategy and prophetic action plan (based on Kairos, NCCOP open letter, Qumi Now etc.)
2. Join the Global Kairos for Justice Coalition!
3. Engage in the Come and See campaign! 
4. Implement, recognize, amplify and publicly support BDS actions and protect other churches/denominations who choose to do so. 
5. Recognize, join and encourage peace and justice initiatives (Kairos, Qumi Now, Keep hope Alive (Olive tree planting)
6. Work and coordinate with other church/faith based/ secular groups.


Kairos Palestine conviction is when local resistance & global solidarity merge, we win.
