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C h r i s t i a n  Z i o n i s m
a n d  t h e  R e s t o rat i o n  o f  I s ra e l

Ho w  S h o ul d  We  Int e r p re t  th e  S c r i p tu res?

COLIN CHAPMAN
How should Christians today understand the many promises and prophe-
cies in the Old Testament about the future of Israel and its land? Are 
Christian Zionists justi�ed in believing that these have been ful�lled in 
the return of Jews to their land since the 1880s and the creation of the State 
of Israel in 1948? �is book discusses all the key texts about the resto-
ration of Israel that are quoted in these debates, questioning the Christian 
Zionist interpretation and o�ering an alternative. �is is followed by a 
detailed study of two important Old Testament texts dealing with the 
future of Israel, Ezekiel 33–47 and Zechariah 9–13, understanding them 
in their original context and exploring how they are interpreted in the 
New Testament. �is is no theoretical, ivory-tower debate. We are dealing 
here with the most bitter and protracted con�ict of the last 150 years; and 
the way we interpret the Bible has profound political consequences.

COLIN CHAPMAN has worked for eighteen 
years in the Middle East, teaching in seminaries in 
Cairo, Bethlehem, Beirut, Bristol, and Birmingham, 
and is now retired in Cambridge. 

“�e church is awash with books about Israel and Christian Zionism written by 
unreliable and ill-informed nonexperts. Colin Chapman is one of the few 
international scholars who can address these troubling discussions with author-
ity. He begins with a goldmine of answers for the ten central questions 
surrounding this religious-political movement. From there he studies the Old 
Testament prophets’ view of the restoration of Israel. As with Chapman’s other 
books on Jerusalem and modern Israel, this volume is grounded in well-rea-
soned biblical argument and matured wisdom anchored in his long career in the 
Middle East. Anyone who is drawn to issues of Israel and the Bible needs to have 
this valuable book close in hand.”
—GARY M. BURGE, Dean of the Faculty, Calvin �eological Seminary

“Behind the raging Christian battle over the state of Israel and its right to the 
land, Chapman sees another vigorous debate, over how to interpret the Bible. 
Should the New Testament guide our reading of the Old? Does Jesus ful�ll 
Israel’s hope for restoration? Are gentile followers of Jesus full citizens in the 
commonwealth of Israel? If Chapman is right, if personal hermeneutics shape 
global politics, the Bible should come with a warning label!”
—BRUCE N. FISK, Network of Evangelicals for the Middle East


